HOME WINE CELLARS g

ARE BUZZ THESE DAYE BY JON BELL

EMME | JGAAP) A DESIGN

o wine connoisseurs there’s really no betees

place to be than in the Paci fic Northwese, From

the pinor noirs of Oregon’s verdant Willameete

Villey o the bald medars of Walla Walla, Wash,

and everything in between this corner of the country s ripe

with offerings in enolouy—rhas 1s, the love and susdy of wine
and how its made

Small wonder, then, thar as Northwest wines have con-
tinsed to flourish, so roo have home wine cellars Fas become
important and roeeful sanctuaries nor only for storing the wine
lower's cache bat ali For '-|IJ|rill|.t the fruits of hne wine with
Fricnds and Famiby in syle,

Just 100 years ago Ron Cowan, presiddene af the Porthand
wine cellar company Seellar Cellars Ine., was dividing his time
juse abour in lalf berween home wine cellars and peneral con-
tracting progecrs, Abour five vears apo e was able o shift m
wine cellars exchusively, including a few for various homes on
the Strect of Direamy powrs in 2004 and 2005,

Today Saellar Cellars gers a call every day and, according ro
Cowan. has more work thon it can handle

“Wine cellars seem to be the Latest must-have scoessory,”
stys Cowan, 61. “All the really grear honses have wine cellars,
a0 1 vou wani 1o have g howse ¢
really have a wine cellar,”

kyle Bighee, president of Hilleresr Construction, sayd o
ting a wine cellar in the $3.5 million home his company bui
for this year's Sereet of Dircams makes gresr sensc conzidering
the popularity of all things vino,
hee hawase has i ill'.l ab
junt kind of the norm on most
cially for people who coertain,”

While not too extravagane, Bigbee says the cellar in Hill-
erest Construction's home incorporaces wine barrcls, vile, wain
scoting, racks for wine glisses and, of coutse, some space for
wine storage. o5 on the lower kevel of the home and will provide
homeowners with another option for entertaining,

“Ie's kind of a lirde novelry roam for people m hang oot in,
Bighee savi.

"Thar aspecr of the wine cellar—the entertainment facoor—
is becoming more and more provalent, s Cowan, No

s In thas categoey you should

evervthing else,” he says. “In's
s like of

£ these davs, expe-




ire “enopl

4 limiring their wine dellan mw
low-light, iemperature-contmlled storage ar

can, Many ¢ellar

thar Cowan I.I-\."\-I:_\.

days include 1 tertalniment anes

LM «

separaie from th

Ope cremad i o have a rasting sooin
Wlar icself k
i

it and if they have the moom for i

oupside of the wine
don't want to freere,” he says
alto

o

" L i |lar’
they want & msting room. The wine cellar
just ot for storge anytnoene”

Main ingredients
Whar makes for a grear wine «
Lavish or simple the good ones all nead o

!

incarporate 4 few basic pring

"The best. acconding o Robert Parker—
the famsous wine taster whose periect |I.I|.Ih.
has been known to make kings and paupen
nany a vimner—,

¢ subterranean, vi

-frees, low-lighe rooms that maintain

refatively constant temperature angd humid

v levels

Celars can be Large or small: anything
|r|i,_
oo conhgurations. Some are lietle maore

from converted . amall dosen 0 m

than eredeneas or dhelving unitg athers can
accommodare thousands of bortles of wine

and guests enough for a bubbly dir

par
.

L Cowan savs hes buile humble cellars
that hold a mere 300 bottles of wine ath
ers have had room for 1,000 boetles, G000
bottles and a whapper off |'ur:||.||'u1'- Skvline

Boulevand with a (== al i 12000

bateles.
It all depenads on low crazy vou are

aboun collecring wine,” Cowirin says
Experts differ on o
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sured anywhere from 55 1o 65 degrees Fahr
enhett. The bullders at Siellar Cellars insulate
walks and ceilings, install vapor barriers and
ling svstems
that use a compressor and an air handler o

i eTEESETY, n_'|1||'\-|||'. ".P!l:- Lo

MEAENERI COonstant |.I.'J||F‘\.|.|f'||.||.' s
Maost cellars also contain some form of

i anially woodden, oo allow for proper

teri wibe sworgee, Different acking

v differcnt boetle
d 750 ml borles and

champagne boatles and sp

shapes, from stan-

Subtle varfations
Bevond thake cisenrials wine lovers seel
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will cosr a couple thousand dollars. Hig
end cellars, with full n.-hk:ll‘l:_- et
tured walls, extensive rackin
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and 20 on, can run well aver S100,040,

Spellar Cellars has buile cellars in basis
nesses, homes and even condos. Builders
have dug out 16-foor by 22-foor cellars
cight feer below basement level; Cowan's
own personal 1.200-borile cellar is acces-
sible via devaror. Some also incarposire
spiral suircases, antigec fixtures, maurals
and specialized display areas.

Cowan says its also important fisr
Lsome wine cellars 1o have 2 focal paint, be
I artwaork or a ;!i\.rlh:. of wine, o add a
lirtle imterest.

“1F you wane just storage, that's fine,”
he sivs. “Bur 1 always ry o find a focal
point or an art plece thar breaks up boring
racking.”

In vino {cellar) veritas?

Although home wine cellars are in de-
ln.]ud Thcw dr}rx. III.I‘II.'.'I.“II.I‘!L'J"« '|[|]I IMLST
consider whether an extravagant cellar will
heelp move 2 house,

When th:ildil:l.g 1 spec hestme—thar is, not fora specibe ci-
enI—it |11i|;h1 nor make sense to factor in a cellar. That was the
case for Keith Coppenger, president and owner of K1 Con-
ssruction LLE, whe built this year's charity home For the Strect
of Direams,

“Ie’s hard 1o guess whar someone wants,” he says, “so you
have i book ar what's reasonable”

Preoto courtesy Apex YWine Gellars

It's a different story when building
far clicnes who specifically request a cel-
lar !]1|m|_rj|. In addivion o rthe Streer of
Drcams home, Coppenger is building 2
‘J,i]l.il,i-jquurr-i:s-n: hoame in Colton for a
Califormia couple whe wane 2 wine cellar.

“As 3 builder the question then s whar
de you wani o do in there?” {flq:p-:ng;_'r
says, "[ho you want to stose your wine? [B5)
ol want o entertain in there or show off
expensive staff? Is climate contral a big
issue? For me i’y more just prm"sdlng ap-
rinns and a menu o ler the customer decide
whire they want o pur the money,”

Smaller sips

For thise who enjoy fine wined bur
might not want a full-on cellar, another
popular storage option s on display in
many of thie year's Streer of Direams homes:
stand-alone ar |1uillr|l1 wite coolers,

Essentially r\q'frlgl:r:m:::: with adjuste-
able temperatures and shelving for wine bartbes, the coolers range
in size from under-the-counter models o full-size refrigerators,
hesleling anywhere from 30 m mere than 200 bortles of wine.

“1 think in my houses right now, the big wine cellar is not o
me as much the vogue thing as the Sub-Zero wine coolers,” says
Bill Winkenbach, president and owner of BoC. Custom Homes,
which has two houses In this year's showcase. “They are beauriful
picces af Furniture thie become parr of your kitchen ensemble.”
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